August 20, 2014

As summer comes to a close, I hope everyone is excited about the upcoming school year. The entire Horseshoe Bend School District staff looks forward to working with your child this school year.
We have a couple of strong additions to our staff this year, and we are confident they will be great assets to our students:
Doreen Hodges joins us as our new Special Education Teacher. She is a very experienced and accomplished educator coming to us from the Nampa School District, and we are already benefitting from Doreen’s knowledge and energy. Welcome, Doreen!
Marika Josephsen is joining our middle school team, and will be teaching 6th grade this year. After teaching in a remote Alaskan village last year, Marika has returned to Idaho, and we are excited to have her as a colleague. Welcome, Marika!
We also have a couple of returning staff members with different assignments this year:
Parry Ryerse taught half-time high school social studies last year, but we will have him full-time this year. He will also be assisting the athletic director and coaching middle school football and track.
Val Kirtland has moved from Reading Specialist and Title 1 Director to Kindergarten
Long time Kindergarten teacher, Cora Larson, will be teaching 1st Grade this year.
Librarian Tammie May will now be splitting her time between the elementary/middle school library and the high school library. She will also be coordinating our online education program.
Our excitement for the upcoming year is tempered a bit by the financial reality we face moving forward. As many in the community are surely aware, some very difficult decisions were made by Superintendent Arriola and the school board in order to get our financial house in order. We lost some good people, some staff saw salary and hour reductions, budgets were significantly reduced, benefits were slashed, etc… Despite these harsh realities, we will soldier on, as our students deserve nothing less than the highest quality education we can provide.
Please contact me with any questions or concerns.

Best regards,

Dennis Chesnut, K-12 Principal
chesnutd@hsbschools.org


